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Awareness survey on Sustainable Development Goals and waste
oil soap among university students
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Awareness survey on Sustainable Development Goals and waste oil soap among university students
Nao Imura, Satoshi Kozuka

Objective: To conduct an awareness and interest survey of university students to ascertain their level of
awareness and interest in the sustainable development goals (SDGs) and waste oil soap education, as well as
examine learning effectiveness.

Method: A self-administered questionnaire was given to first- through fourth-year undergraduate students enrolled
in the University's Faculty of Health and Nutrition's Department of Dietetics and Nutrition.

Results: This study aimed to clarify students awareness of SDGs and waste oil soap. The questionnaire survey
revealed that while 65.7% of respondents were aware of the SDGs, just 36.1% had seen their logo/icon and 31.5%
knew of their 17 goals. In our factor analysis of students’ interest in the SDGs, three factors were found: health and
welfare, industry and economy, and nature and the environment. When we compared students who were willing to
use waste oil soap to those who were not, it was revealed that the former had a significantly higher degree of
interest in SDGs.

Considerations: Students were believed to be aware of SDGs and interested in the goals, but they had not yet
gathered specific information or taken action. Therefore, it was suggested that the dissemination of SDGs requires
awareness-raising activities that integrate SDG content. A high level of interest in all SDGs was demonstrated by
students who were willing to use waste oil soap, suggesting that waste oil soap was effective learning material for
environmental education.

Keywords: SDGs, Waste oil soap, Environmental Education, Questionnaire survey, University students
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